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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman B
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M St. NW, Room 814

Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Chairman Hundt:

We write in support of meaningful discounts on
telecommunications services for schools and libraries so
that every school child and life-long learner can have
accegs to the world of information technology. The
Telecommunications Act, through its Universal Service Fund
provisions, mandates the development of sgspecilal discount
rates for all schools and libraries so that they can secure
services at affordable prices.

There 1s no doubt that advanced telecommunications services
are 1mportant to improving learning, sparking the
imagination and leveling the playing fleld for all of our
nation’s people. Affordable access to technology in all
classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and
life-long learners can connect with the technology they
would need to compete in today’s and tomorrow’s workforce.
Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will
also create informed and skilled consumers of new technology
well into the 21st century.

Our school district values internet connectivity so much
that we borrowed money to wire all of our schools. Today,
the internet is an integral research tool for art, English,
social studies, and vocational classes. Because of the
education cuts in federal and state funding, we’'re never
sure if we’'ll be able to continue to subscribe to this

incomparable technology. The telecommunications act would
remedy that.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service sent to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
a set of recommendations for implementing the Universal
Service Fund provisions related to schools and libraries.
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These recommendations would give our learning institutions
significant discounts on all services that are commercially
available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service.
All schools would get discounts on connections to classrooms
and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the
greatest number of students.

We urge your support for the Joint Board’s recommendations.
Taken as a whole, they will provide affordable discounts for
a full range of services, and give schools and libraries
flexibility in choosing the services needed to meet each
communitv’'s diverse needs. Most importantly, these
provisions, 1f adopted by the FCC, will make advanced
technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,
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STATE OF

TERRY E. BRANSTAD, GOVERNOR . ' o IOWA UTILITIES BOARD
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
March 27, 1997 EX PARTE OF LATE FILED R ECE !VFD
The Honorable Reed E. Hundt APR
Chairman . 3 1997
Federal Communications Commission baerat Ctatmuniggting, Gemming;
1919 M Street, NW., Room 814 L B ey i

ST _if 'faf‘u

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RE: FCC Docket No. 96-45—Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service

We are writing to ask your support for modification of the Joint Board’s transitional
recommendation for rural telephone companies.
’

The Federal-State Joint Board recommends freezing federal universal service
support at past investment levels on a per line basis for rural telephone companies.
Allowing the freeze will, in effect, forestall universal service goals in rural states. It
will remove an incentive for rural telephone companies to invest in new
infrastructure. This would require significant additional investment on a per
customer basis, and without additional funding would result in rate increases in
order for these rural companies to remain financially viable.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 requires sufficient high-cost support to allow
just, reasonable, and affordable rates. It also provides for reasonable comparable
rates and services for rural and urban customers and nationwide information
access. By freezing support at past investment for these high-cost rural states,
there will develop a disparate situation between the information haves and
have-nots. Lack of federal support for second lines to residences will increase the
costs for access to the Internet for rural users. Telecommunications services are a
vital incentive for business and individuals to locate or remain in rural states. These
services should be available and at reasonable prices.

There are 154 independent rural local exchange companies providing service to
rural lowans. The total access lines for these rural companies is 187,009. That
results in 1,213 average access lines per company.

The FCC has recently approved the sale of 23 exchanges in rural lowa. In hearings
before the Board, the buyers of these exchanges made commitments for facilities
upgrades to their new customers. The proposed transition does not send the proper
message. It states that support is based on past investment, and there will be no
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
March 27, 1997
Page 2

reward for replacing outdated facilities. It serves as a disincentive to the new
owners.

Support for rural telephone companies and their rural customers is critical to the
future of telecommunications and economic development in rural lowa. We urge
you to adopt the plan proposed by four national telecommunications trade
associations, United States Telephone Association, the National Rural Telecom
Association, the National Telephone Cooperative Association, and the Organization
for the Promotion and Advancement of Small Telecommunications Companies. The
trade associations’ plan would allow rural telephone companies to invest in the
infrastructure with the assurance that high-cost areas will receive sufficient support.
Without continued support, many rural area customers will be relegated to the
existing infrastructure and to the category of information have-nots.

Sincerely,

Allan T. Thoms, Chairperson

77@@%

Nancy S. d, Board Member
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1819 19TH AVENUE DON WAGNER, SUPERINTENDENT

(308) 623-2235 (308) 623-1707

FAX (308) 623-1330

KENT HALLEY, PRINCIPAL
The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman Rt nE g
Federal Communications Commission “<IVED

1918 M Street, NW, Room 844 4PR
Washington DC 20554 | J 1997

Dear Honorable Reed Hundt

As a superintendent of a rural, Western Nebraska school, our distance from
major population areas here has seriously limited the access our students have
to many opportunities that are available to students in less isolated areas. The
internet and related electronic communication sources have opened many doors
to educational success our students have never had.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board decision will provide
those opportunities for our students at costs much more affordable. Nebraska
schools are facing severe budget cuts due to property tax limit reductions
handed to us by our state legislature. A discounted rate for schools would be
very valuable as we try to meet the needs of our students and still reduce our
budgets.

! urge you and the other members of the Federal Communications Commission
to strongly support the Joint Board's discount plan for the schools of not only
Nebraska, but the nation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely

Mo W

Don Wagner
Superintendent of Schools
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman (4 D ED
Federal Communications Commission &"%/ R 3 ,”
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 P TG 4
Washington, DC 20554 o a;?"oﬂsco
aﬂ{eb’y ”if]]lps

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Chairman Hundt,

On behalt of the Exeter Public School District of Exeter Nebraska, | thank you for your
work In ensuring that school districts have cost effective access to the information
superhighway. We are a small district in rural Nebraska and the funding from the
Telecommunication Act is vital in insuring our continued service.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision to assist in
funding connection to the Internet and distance learning is vital to our plans to bring
services directly into the classroom. In the near future the Exeter Public Schools plans
to complete Internet connection to every classroom and the installation of a distance
learning classroom. Plgase Insure that the internal classroom connection is part of the
plan as well as the going cost of maintaining service 1o a distance learning classroom.

We need discounts for telecommunication services. Piease urge the FCC to completely
support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools.

Sincerely,

B

V. Relnent, Superintendent /

Exeter Public Schools No of Cepios rec'd
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Cecil S, Banks
President-Elect

Joyce M. Elliott
Execulive Director
John 1. Wilson
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Wiltiam T. Newkirk, Sr.
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{919) 832-3000

North Carolina Association of Educators, Inc. 1-800-662-7924

April 2, 1997 RECEIVED

APR 31997
Federai Communications Commission
The Honorable Reed E, Hundt, Chairman Office of Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20554
Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am the Associate Executive Director of the North Carolina Association of
Educators, located in Raleigh, North Carolina. We represent over 70,000 members,
the majority of whom are elementary and secondary classroom teachers.

I am writing to ask for your continued support and bold action in bringing to reality,
the access of the Information Highway for schools and libraries at affordable rates.
There are those who would settle for our elementary and secondary schools to remain
in the “dark ages” when it comes to technology. Yet, these same people complain
about the caliber of students graduating from our high schools, and are less than
enthusiastic in supporting our public schools.

I don’t have to tell you how important our public schools are to the economic future
and well-being of our country, nor the importance of your work on the FCC. I do
urge you and the other Commission members however, to fully support the Joint
Board’s recommendations and discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. The competitive future of the next generation rests upon your shoulders.

We thank you for your courage and support.
Sincerely,

William T. Newkirk
Associate Executive Director
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission APR 3 '997
1919 M Street, NW, Room 344 Federaj -
Washington, DC 20554 O TR F " C%Tr?lfﬁ}%ﬁﬁmmm’“’s“’“

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am administrator of Educational Service Unit No. 4, serving the public schools in five Nebraska counties,

and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and educational consortia
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all school
districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directdy to the classroom where students leam. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts
is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our Service Unit is part of a 10 county consortiwmn that is pioneering long distance learning in our area. For
the 21 entities that will be on line by June 1997, this discount will be of considerable benefit. All of the

school districts in this large area are already connected to Internet and will be able to further utilize the
discounts.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC 1o fully support
the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.
e
M\nz Heflebower, Ed.D.

Administrator
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To: TFCC Chairman Reed Hundt
From: Ruby Lerner
Executive Direcfor
Association of Independent Video and Filmmakers |

I am writing on behalf of the 5,000 independent media pr
are members of the Association.. We urge you not:to-turrg
fraquencies on rhe broadcast spectrum to existing statigq
This 1is PUBLJC space and we feel strongly that public 1$
considerations should weigh hedvily in any ulcimate decd
Since there has been little or no: conmsumer education on
important issue, how can there even be informed publie {
Please reconsider your decision, provide a peried in whi
public can be brought into a discussion about what it wo
to see in 1its own media future.
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Thank you. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we fhay be

of asslstance.

Sincerely, ’/;)
Ruby L&sbbf
g
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner:

As Superintendent of the Coronado Unified School District, I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecornmunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support of the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools.

Zﬂly yours,
¢ cé S%end (
Superintendent of Schools

RT:mn
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